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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
BURTON JOINS EIU IN CELEBRATION OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH·
CHARLESTON, IL--Noted southern social historian and author
Orville Vernon Burton is among the guest lecturers who will join
Eastern Illinois University in its celebration of Black History
Month in February.
Burton, history professor at the University of Illinois
Champaign-Urbana campus, will talk on "The South: Black and
White" at 4:30p.m., Jan. 30, in Eastern's Coleman Hall Auditorium.

The lecture, sponsored by the EIU History Club, is free and

open to the public.
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Burton is known for his work in quantitative history, the
use of computers to analyze historical data.

He has served as an

expert witness in numerous voting rights cases throughout the
South, employing statistical analysis to show how districts have
been drawn so that blacks couldn't be elected.
He is the author of the 1985 book, "In My Father's House Are
Many Mansions: Family and Community in Edgefield, South Carolina," which centered on the area where he grew up.
Published by the University of North Carolina Press, which
nominated it for a Pulitzer Prize in history, the book is a
comprehensive study of "a community representative of Southern
Life" during the years before and after the Civil War.
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